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WKNT came to the rescue

I
\

Last week's
severe blizzard
handed Radio Station
WKNT Portage
County's only
privately-owned
radio station, one of
its busiest times
ever,

The storm, which
virtually imprisoned
the station's crew
members at the
studios for two days,
turned WKNT into an
emergency help
center according to
Bob Long, the
station's news
director.

Lung dOllbh's as the
public information
officer of the Portage
County Disaster

Services Agency It
led to WKNT
becoming a coor
din a tor 0 f i n
formation from the
Disaster Services
Agency and the
Portage County
chapter of the
American Red Cross.

From the storm's
beginning early
Thursday morninK
throughout the day
and Friday, people
called the station
with problems and
emergencies. The
information was
passed on to the
Portage County
shpriff's department,
the Disaster Services
A~ency and the Red

Cross.
"The phones never

stopped ringing,"
said Long, who along
with seven other
crew members, was
forced to spend
Thursday night at the
studios.

In addition to
helping people with
emergencies, WKNT
provided re~ular

updates regarding
highway and road
cl~arance advising
road crews and
travelers about road
conditions. The
station aIso provided
the latest information
regarding schooi and
Industrial closings,

"One thing that

was kind of neat,"
Long said." was that
when a person would
call in with a
problem, that person
would soon be con
tacted by a neighbor
who would help out.·'

Long said the
WKNT crew survived
on emergency rations
he had assembled
before winter set in.

"They were all
thrown into a pot and
cooked up into sort of
a gulash," Long
grimaced,

The station crew
was able to go home
Friday afternoon and
rest up to resume
normal operations,
he said,



UNDER THE SPONSORSHIP OF

REPRESENTATIVE ]OH~ A BEGALA
HOUSE VISTRH" Ji

On behal6 06 ~he membe~6 06 ~he HOU6e 06 Repke6entative6 06 ~he 772th
Gene~al A66embly 06 Ohio. we extend 6pecial and well-de6e~ved kecogni
tion to the 6ta66 on

WKNT RAVJi

60k theik exempta~y act6 a66.{.6t.{.ng the'eb~de.nt6 06 Noltthea6.t Ohio
dUking the blizza~d 06 7978.

You a~e, indeed, a ~emakh.abte 9~0U.P 0 6 ~. nd-<-viduat6. Combining
h~manitaltian conceltn and commitme.nt with bel6te66 initiative,
you Iteacted cooity and c.apa.bty in a clLi~i6 6ituation. YOUIt ac
tion6 mekit the e6te.em 06 the entilte. c.ommunity. and have di6tin
gui6hed you a6 tltuly concellned and he6.t:J(I'l."bf.e cLtize.'Y\.6.

You aile celttainiy to be commended. At ct.{me. when too many
peopte aILe content to tah.e a pa66ive !tole -<-n li6e, ~he 6ta66
06 WKNT wiii.{.ngiy involved them6elue6 i~ the. ta6k 06 hetping
th06e ie66 60lttunate than them6eiue6. e aoptaud yoult e6601t.t6.

It i6, ~hU.6. w.{..th a g.Hat deal 06 6ati"'Ha(~t<.on that we
congkatula~e you 60lt yoult action6 an.d ., tute you a6 one
06 Oh.{.O'6 6.{.l1e.6t >radio 6.tat.{.on6
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Mr. Dick Klaus
President
WKNT AM FM
Box 629
Kent. Ohio 44240

Dear Mr. Klaus:

THE STATE OF OHIO
OFFICE or THE GOvERNOR

STATE HOUSE COJ..,uMeuS 43215

April 19, 1977

•

The cruelty of this past winter is gone. but the experiences
will both haunt and guide us for years to come.

I had occasion to witness the absolutely phenomenal cooperation
of Ohio's news media in helping Ohioans cope with. and finally
overcome, the energy and weather crisis with a minimum of
disruption and catastrophe.

Your news, information bulletins. announcements and other
assistance can be credited with having a major role in
achieving conservation necessary to help Ohio avert a major
disaster during the crisis period. By keeping the public
properly informed, you also played a valuable role in keeping
t~e situation calm and manageable.

Your sense of concern and commitment is deeply appreciated by
me and Jim Duerk. who served as chairman of the fRergy Emergency
Management Committee.

On behalf of .11 the citizens of Ohio. thank you for your
efforts.

'.7.

incerel/\

\Al!. (3tJ-.
ES A. RHODES '

Governor



CIBTI'ICITI or SlaVICI

I hereby certify that copies of the foreqoinq document were
served today by hand delivery to the following:

Commissioner James H. Quello
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M street, N.W.
Room 802
Washington, DC 20554

commissioner Andrew C. Barrett
Federal Communications commission
1919 M street, NoWo
Room 826
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Rachelle B. Chong
Federal Communications commission
1919 M street, N.W.
Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M street, NoW.
Room 832
Washington, DC 20554

Dated: _"1-+/..:....;/<t+/.&..:.fb _
r J


